34                  Anti-Theistic Theories.
the truth unfavourable to morality nor the morality capable of being injured by truth would deserve, or could be expected to receive, the homage due to truth and morality when allied and accordant.
Atheism has not unfrequently been advocated on political grounds.   Religion has been presented fas the support of-tyranny and the cause of strife. Its abolition, it has been argued, would emancipate I the mind and secure peace.   This view will always \ be found to rest on the confusion of religion with I superstition.    But superstition is as distinct from Ireligion as from atheism.    Superstition and atheism are both contraries to religion, and, as was long ago remarked, are  closely akin.     They are related to religion as the alternating feverish heat and shivering  cold of bodily disease are related to the equable temperature of health.     The one gives  rise  to  the  other;   the  one  easily  passes into the other.    Each is to a large extent chargeable, not only with the evils which it directly produces, but with those which it originates by way of reaction.    Both flow from ignorance and erroneous views of Divine things.   " The atheist," as Plutarch tells us, " thinks that there is no God ; ttie superstitious man would fain think so, but believes against his will, for he fears to do otherwise.   Superstition generates atheism, and afterwards furnishes it with an apology, which, although neither true nor lovely, yet lacks not a specious pretence."   On the